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(b) If a drawbridge is normally main-
tained in the fully open to navigation 
position, but closes to navigation for 
the passage of pedestrian, vehicular, 
rail, or other traffic, the drawbridge 
must be tended unless: 

(1) Special operating requirements 
are established in subpart B of this 
part for that drawbridge; or 

(2) The drawbridge is remotely oper-
ated or automated. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.42 Remotely operated and auto-
mated drawbridges. 

(a) Upon written request by the 
owner of a drawbridge, the District 
Commander may authorize a draw-
bridge to operate under an automated 
system or from a remote location. 

(b) If the request is approved, a de-
scription of the full operation of the re-
motely operated or automated draw-
bridge will be added to subpart B of 
this part. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.47 Clearance gauges. 

(a) Clearance gauges are required for 
drawbridges across navigable waters of 
the United States discharging into the 
Atlantic Ocean south of Delaware Bay 
(including the Lewes and Rehoboth 
Canal, DE) or into the Gulf of Mexico 
(including coastal waterways contig-
uous thereto and tributaries to such 
waterways and the Lower Atchafalaya 
River, LA), except the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries and outlets, 

(b) Except for provisions in this part 
which specify otherwise for particular 
drawbridges, clearance gauges shall be 
designed, installed, and maintained ac-
cording to the provisions of § 118.160 of 
this chapter. 

NOTE: Clearance gauge requirements, if 
any, for drawbridges other than those re-
ferred to in this section are listed in Subpart 
B under the appropriate bridge. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD 84–022, 51 FR 16308, May 2, 
1986; CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33664, June 28, 1996] 

§ 117.49 Process of violations. 

(a) Complaints of alleged violations 
under this part are submitted to the 
District Commander of the Coast 

Guard District in which the drawbridge 
is located. 

(b) Penalties for violations under this 
part are assessed and collected under 
Subpart 1.07 of Part 1 of this chapter. 

Subpart B—Specific Requirements 

§ 117.51 General. 

The drawbridges in this subpart are 
listed by the state in which they are lo-
cated and by the waterway they cross. 
Waterways are arranged alphabetically 
by state. The drawbridges listed under 
a waterway are generally arranged in 
order from the mouth of the waterway 
moving upstream. The drawbridges on 
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
are listed from north to south and on 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway from 
east to west. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.55 Posting of requirements. 

(a) The owner of each drawbridge 
under this subpart, other than remov-
able span bridges, must ensure that a 
sign summarizing the requirements in 
this subpart applicable to the draw-
bridge is posted both upstream and 
downstream of the drawbridge. The re-
quirements to be posted need not in-
clude those in Subpart A or §§ 117.51 
through 117.59 of this part. 

(b) The signs shall be of sufficient 
size and so located as to be easily read 
at any time from an approaching ves-
sel. 

(c) If advance notice is required to 
open the draw, the signs shall also 
state the name, address, and telephone 
number of the person to be notified. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, 
Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.59 Special requirements due to 
hazards. 

For the duration of occurrences haz-
ardous to safety or navigation, such as 
floods, freshets, and damage to the 
bridge or fender system, the District 
Commander may require the owner of 
an operational drawbridge listed in this 
subpart to have the bridge attended 
full time and open on signal. 
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ALABAMA 

§ 117.101 Alabama River. 

(a) The Alabama & Gulf Coast Rail-
way Drawbridge, mile 105.3, at Coy, 
shall open on signal if at least 24 hours 
notice is given. 

(b) The draw of the Canadian Na-
tional/Illinois Central railroad bridge, 
mile 277 near Montgomery, shall open 
on signal if at least 24 hours notice is 
given. 

(c) The draw of the CSX Transpor-
tation Railroad bridge, mile 293.3 near 
Montgomery, shall open on signal if at 
least 24 hours notice is given. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by USCG–2000–7223, 65 FR 40056, 
June 29, 2000; CGD08–03–018, 68 FR 34303, June 
9, 2003; CGD08–04–001, 69 FR 5465, Feb. 5, 2004] 

§ 117.103 Bayou La Batre. 

The draw of SR 188 Bridge, mile 2.3, 
at Bayou La Batre, will open on signal 
every hour on the hour daily between 4 
a.m. and 8 p.m., Monday through Sun-
day. The bridge need not open for the 
passage of vessels on the hours of 7 
a.m., 3 p.m., and 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Monday through Fri-
day the draw will open on signal for 
the passage of vessels at 3:30 p.m. The 
bridge will remain closed to marine 
traffic from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. daily ex-
cept for emergencies. 

[CGD08–05–001, 70 FR 37675, June 30, 2005] 

§ 117.105 Bayou Sara. 

The draw of the CSX Transportation 
Railroad bridge, mile 0.1 near Saraland, 
shall open on signal; except that, from 
6 p.m. to 10 a.m. the draw shall open on 
signal if at least eight hours notice is 
given. During periods of severe storms 
or hurricanes, from the time the Na-
tional Weather Service sounds an 
‘‘alert’’ for the area until the ‘‘all 
clear’’ is sounded, the draw shall open 
on signal. 

[CGD8–85–12, 50 FR 41685, Oct. 15, 1985] 

§ 117.107 Chattahoochee River. 

The draws of the CSX Transportation 
Railroad bridge, mile 117.1 near Omaha, 
GA, shall open on signal if at least six 
hours notice is given. 

§ 117.109 Coosa River. 
The draw of the CSX Transportation 

Railroad bridge, mile 175.0 at Gadsden, 
shall open on signal if at least six 
hours notice is given. 

§ 117.113 Tensaw River. 
The draw of the CSX Transportation 

Railroad bridge, mile 15.0 at Hurricane, 
shall open on signal; except that, from 
5 p.m. to 9 a.m., the draw shall open on 
signal if at least eight hours notice is 
given. During periods of severe storms 
or hurricanes, from the time the Na-
tional Weather Service sounds an 
‘‘alert’’ for the area until the ‘‘all 
clear’’ is sounded, the draw shall open 
on signal. 

[CGD8–85–09, 50 FR 37356, Sept. 13, 1985] 

§ 117.115 Three Mile Creek. 
(a) The draw of the US43 bridge, mile 

1.0 at Mobile, need not be opened from 
7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and from 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. daily. At all other times, the 
draw shall open on signal if at least 12 
hours notice is given. 

(b) The draw of the Norfolk Southern 
railroad bridge, mile 1.1 at Mobile, 
shall open on signal if at least five days 
notice is given. 

ARKANSAS 

§ 117.121 Arkansas River 
The draw of the Missouri Pacific 

Railroad bridge, mile 23.1 near 
Yancopin, shall open on signal if at 
least 96 hours notice is given. 

§ 117.123 Arkansas Waterway. 
(a) Across the Arkansas Waterway, 

the draw of the Rob Roy Drawbridge, 
mile 67.4, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas is 
maintained in the closed to navigation 
position and is remotely operated. Any 
vessel which requires an opening of the 
draw of this bridge shall establish con-
tact by radiotelephone with the remote 
drawbridge operator on VHF–FM Chan-
nel 12 in Omaha, Nebraska. To estab-
lish contact, the vessel shall key the 
VHF–FM radio microphone four times 
in five seconds and listen for an ac-
knowledgement tone. The remote 
drawbridge operator will then establish 
normal verbal radio communication on 
VHF–FM Channel 12 and advise the 
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